
Emily Dickinson

The Poet, the Recluse, the Poems





Standards
 

TLW
 R

ead closely to determ
ine w

hat the text says explicitly and im
plicitly. 

 
TLW

  Identify and analyze am
biguities in the text. 

 
TLW

 Provide an objective sum
m

ary of the text. 
 

TLW
 C

ite strong and thorough textual evidence.
 

TLW
 D

eterm
ine the m

eaning of w
ords and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and 

technical m
eanings

 
TLW

 analyze the cum
ulative im

pact of specific w
ord choices on m

eaning and tone, including w
ords w

ith m
ultiple 

m
eanings or language that creates particular effects. 



The Life of Emily dickinson
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R4WwhOdk_Eg&list=PLFNF4l7o4V
WVR4KIQYN03O5toeVxrXdDY



 Agoraphobia 
●

Is not a curable disease
●

Anxiety disorder
●

Fear and avoidance of situations and places that might 
cause feelings of:
○

Panic
○

Entrapment
○

Helplessness
○

Embarrassment 



The Poems
Poetic Style:

●
Form: Lyrical Poetry 
○

Short
○

Single Speaker
○

Expresses thoughts and/or 
feelings

●
Poetic Technique: links between 
describing abstracts with 
concrete images

●
Meter: Common Meter 
(alternating 8 syllable, 6 
syllable)
○

Iambic Enjambment
○

Hymnody-- “Amazing Grace”

●
Rhyme: Slant rhyme 

●
Punctuation: use of the dash 
rather than the comma 

●
Major Themes:
○

Poet/Poetry
○

Death 
○

Nature
○

Tradition 





Because I Cannot stop for death
Vocabulary:

●
Gossamer: a thin, light cloth

○
Line 15

●
Tippet: A woman’s scarf, typically of fur

○
Line 16

●
Tulle: a soft, fine silk, cotton, or nylon material 
like net, used for making veils and dresses.

○
Line 16

●
Cornice: the molding around the top of a building

○
Line 20



Because i cannot 
stop for death

Literary Devices:

●
Imagery:
○

Speaker traveling with 
death to the grave 

●
Repetition:
○

“We passed…” 
●

Alliteration:
○

“Grazing Grain”
○

“Setting Sun”
○

“Gossamer...Gown”
○

“Tippet...Tulle-” 
●

Rhyme: 
○

Only true rhyme “me” and 
“immortality” 



Because I cannot 
stop for death

●
Metaphor
○

Death
○

House
●

Personification 
○

Death=Gentleman caller
○

“Date with death”  
●

Punctuation 
○

Dashes
●

Diction 
○

“Kindly” and “civility” 
in relationship to death

○
“House”

○
“Slow” 



Because I cannot 
Stop for Death

●
Tone:
○

Lighthearted/Accepting
●

Theme?
●

Transcendentalist 
○

Believed that nature was 
symbolic 

○
Is that present within 
the poem?
■

“Fields of Grazing 
Grain”

■
“Setting sun”

■
“Dews”



Activity 
1.

Read
a.

Jot down the most important ideas 
i.

Include any figurative language, diction, themes, style, etc. 
2.

Retell
a.

Use your notes from #1 to summarize the poem
3.

Relate
a.

Connect the poem to other topics
4.

Respond 
a.

Express your thoughts about the poem 


